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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2015 

House of Representatives 
Subcommittee on Immigration and Border Security 
Committee on the Judiciary 
Washington, DC. 


The Subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 1:03 p.m., in room 
2141, Rayburn Office Building, the Honorable Trey Gowdy (Chair- 
man of the Subcommittee) presiding. 

Present: Representatives Gowdy, Goodlatte, Lofgren, Conyers, 
Smith, King, Buck, Ratcliffe, Trott, Jackson Lee, and Guiterrez. 

Staff Present: (Majority) Allison Halatei, Parliamentarian & Gen- 
eral Counsel; George Fishman, Subcommittee Chief Counsel; Dim- 
ple Shah, Counsel; Andrea Loving, Counsel; Graham Owens, Clerk; 
and (Minority) Tom Jawetz, Minority Counsel. 

Mr. Gowdy. Welcome. The Subcommittee on Immigration and 
Border Security will come to order. Without objection, the Chair is 
authorized to declare recesses of the Committee at any time. 

We welcome everyone; our witnesses and our guests. I would re- 
mind our guests that they are indeed guests and disruptions will 
be dealt with by removal. With that, I would recognize myself for 
an opening statement and then my friend from California for her 
opening statement. 

The consensus in our country is that the current immigration 
system is broken, unworkable and not functioning for the best in- 
terests of our fellow citizens, and part of that is the widely held be- 
lief among our fellow citizens that our borders are insufficiently se- 
cured and frankly border security is much broader than simply a 
negotiating item in an ongoing immigration debate. 

Border security is part of what defines a sovereign nation; the 
ability to control who comes and goes and provide assurances that 
national security is indeed the preeminent function of the Federal 
Government. But even the most secured of borders will not allevi- 
ate the need for further reforms and off repeated statistics bears 
mentioning again, which is that around 40 percent of those who are 
not in the country lawfully originally entered through lawful 
means. Simply put, around 40 percent of the undocumented popu- 
lation were invited here and overstayed their invitation. And, no 
fence can be designed or built to deal with the issue of internal se- 
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